Arnold barsons

A Champion 1in wrestling from Walthamstow
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| SIDELIGHTS ON SPORTSMEN

ARNOLD PARSONS
Wrestling Champion
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|| " foather « weight amatsur

wrestling champion, Arnold
Parsons, of Walthamstow,

19. Fair-haired, Arnold

the wrestling world over
& yoar ago with a series of
convincing wins fo qain the
mﬁm Counties champion-

He carrisd—or threw—all
bafore him in the " catch-as-
cafch-can ™ comseious Mid-
lands, then defeated the Scots
champion for the National

titlo.
March  the  British

Last
Amatsur Wrestling Associa-
tion decided he was good
onough fo travel with the
home team to Thars .

further  onhanced his  Parsons, of 17, CorbeM-road,

rostige with a win over the the young champion is a

‘lthn champion, Baur, panel-beater with a Wanstead

o Continentals, who never firm. A} the age of 12 he
foared much opposition from  was an agility adept and went
British wrastlers anyway, really  to the renownad British welter-
took notice. Baur, incidenilly, E:r champion, Fireman Len
has since accounted for the nd, of Sunset-avenue,
French champion, Brunettina. Chi

Arnald told the “Guardian”
that he woull not be going
with the British team to Paris
to-morraw, when he should
have met lrmﬂi:!h “1 frac-
tured my arm e ftrai
last wesk,”" he said, "nd“:"‘:
not sure to be fit for the con-
test at Sweden next month."

Asked if his ambition was
to omulate his world-famous

cosch, George MacKenzia, of
1{ the Ashdown Club, who wan
rhampionships for over 25
yoars, Arnold replied, " Well,
| certainly admire George, but
my real ambition is to repre-
Sent Great Britain in the 1948

D.I L L]
5‘-:'!”6 3 Leading-fireman
F. Parsons [M.F.5.) and Mrs.

- waight-lifting, Ar

The Ehhﬂnhr: rﬂﬂplr‘
o impresiad ra
with which the boy -nlmihlz
the tech of wrestling that
he much time to de-
veloping his shyle.
Apart from doing a [ittle
has little

time for any other hobbies.
He trains four nights & week
at wither the Palmersion Club,
Walthamstow, or the Ashdown
Club. He was a student at]
ihe Gnmm‘ll-hu Scheal.
An ial of the BAW.A,
told me great things
pected of Arsold. A speedy
recovery of his arm injury will
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Photos taken at Walthamstow Fire Station, Len Cotland ( trainer) (British

welter weight champion) & Arnold Parsons wrestling, Arnold Parsons going on to

represent England in the Olympic Games.







KEN RICHMOND

British Heavyweight Champion, 1949
Irish Heavyweight Champion, 1949
Olympic Games, 1948
Empire Games, 1950
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This is Ken Richmond who strikes the gong on the start of the rank films,
friends with Arnold parsons. Before he died, he revealed to friends a closely

guarded secret that the gong was a papier-mache stage prop.



